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Visiting Tokyo after 50 years

It is a great pleasure to visit Tokyo after 50 years. What a wonderful experience it is. Indeed,
it is a new feeling and understanding of Tokyo as if it is re-discovered. The more we look, the
more we like.

Although Tokyo has changed a lot, the people have not changed at all. They are as kind,
friendly and courteous as they were half a century ago. Tokyo has changed dramatically
in its structure, such as proliferation of commuting train lines and high-rise buildings which
grew like mushrooms. There is Sanju Nanakai no Otoko (a movie made based on the Kasumi
Gaseki building —the tallest at that time) everywhere today. The proliferation of commuting
train lines has done a wonderful job of greatly minimizing the load on the roads and cost of
traveling. These commuting trains are almost completely eliminating the traffic jams we see
in many cities in North America such as Toronto, New York, Chicago, Atlanta and Los Angels,
just to name a few. In fact during our shuttle bus rides between Narita airport and New Otani
Hotel in Akasaka Mitsuke we hardly faced any traffic.

During our short stay, we also had difficulty remembering all the names of the train lines and
stations we were using. The most noticeable change we found was the creation of “Two
Tokyo”, one over the ground and another underground. Today, the “underground Tokyo” has
everything you need for day-to-day living such as excellent transportation, shopping centers
(mostly food courts) and other necessities of life. The “Overground Tokyo” provides well-
paved roads and side-walks made of granites, ceramics and Belgium blocks and lanes for
bicycles. We must mention that new Tokyo also created thousands of “skyscrapers” which
dwarf the Kasumi Gaseki building. We also found ladies riding bicycles with two children. Even
elderly ladies in their seventies riding bicycles with ease and comfort.

During our stay, we took our children with their spouses and our grand children to Mita
Campus of Keio University where | learned Japanese language. This visit also made me
very emotional. We then visited the Imperial Palace, Meiji Shrine and some other places of
importance. Needless to say, we concluded our visit spending some time in the magnificent
shopping centers at Shinjuku and other locations.

If you are a foreigner (hen na Gaijin) like me visiting Tokyo and want something for free, you
would get it in abundance without fail. That is called “Shinsetsu Japanese”.

Lutfar Rahman came to Tokyo as a Mombusho Scholar in 1965.
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After studying the Japanese Language in Mita Campus, he obtained the PhD.

Degree from the Faculty of Engineering, Keio University specializing in Pulp and Paper under the
guidance of Professor Mitsuo Fujii in 1970. He also had personal advices from Professor Noriyuki
Sakikawa of Tokyo Kogio University.

He worked as Senior Scientist in three large Corporations in Canada and USA and published 27
papers in many scientific journals in Japan, Canada, USA and Europe. He is now visiting Japan
with his wife, children and grand children. He has retired and presently living in Michigan, USA.
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