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Students and distinguished guests,

I am very envious of the students who are here today to attend the first Bai Xian Summer
Program. I believe the next three weeks could very possibly be a truly memorable period
in your lives.

Almost 60 years ago when I was still a third year student at the University of Tokyo,
I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to participate in a tour to Hokkaido
organized by a non-government organization. During the three-week tour, students from
various countries spent every day together from morning till night. The things we did and
experienced in this short period became lifetime memories, and the friendships that were
formed were deep and valuable.

The Bai Xian Asian Future Leaders Scholarship Program is a fledgling project. We
aim to provide for the young scholars of Asia a solid platform for them to deepen their
mutual understanding, which in turn will contribute towards the healthy development
and stability in the region. Diligent work towards academic and research achievements
is, of course, important. However, we all believe that in this increasingly globalized and
information-driven world, interaction, understanding, friendship and human connections
built through non-academic activities is equally important and can have very positive
effects on our lives.

Although this summer program only lasts 3 weeks, with support from many parties,
the Bai Xian team and Zhejiang University have spent the past 6 months dedicated to
designing and delivering a good product so that each of you can walk away with a rich
and meaningful experience. This is the first time we have organized such a program. We
hope you will forgive us for any imperfections and be generous with your comments and
feedback.

Last but not least, on behalf of the entire Bai Xian team, I would like to express my
gratitude to all of you, and wish this Summer Camp every success!

Thank you.

Ronald K.Y.CHAO
Honorary Chairman Bai Xian Asia Institute
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