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Speech by Mr. Ronald Chao

Honorary Chairman of Bai Xian Asia Institute

Dear Honored Guests and Friends,

Thank you so much for coming to the launching of Bai Xian's “Asia Future leaders Scholarship
Program”. I hope you are encouraged by the speakers and our presentation just now, and that you will join
us as we embark on this undertaking to make a difference in our future.

Let me spend a little time to explain why we are making such an effort to raise publicity at this time.
I have always been an advocate for staying low profiled and letting the results show the value of our
endeavors. However, this time, our objective clearly requires us to make the world aware of our mission
and the existence of this Bai Xian scholarship so that the best students and universities can be attracted to
join our program.

I also believe that this project will only be viable if we can get sufficient support from the general public
and beyond. I am privileged to have the opportunity to initiate it. But this project belongs to everyone who
is interested to make the future better for our descendants. This project is for all of us

Many of you may know that I spent my undergraduate years at the University of Tokyo. In 1960, I was
very fortunate to be among the first residents of the newly built dormitory called “Asia Bunka Kaikan”. In
this dormitory, I was able to become life-long friends with many Japanese and foreign students.

Back in 2010, when I had just turned 70, I took the plunge to build dormitories under the banner of “Asian
Youth Center” at five key Chinese universities. In these centers, modeled after Asia Bunka Kaikan, foreign
and local students will live and study together under one roof. Through my own experience, I am convinced
that this is a good platform for them to build a solid and lasting relationship in their formative years.

I promoted the same idea through my close friends to several important Japanese institutions. I was
pleasantly surprised that they were equally enthusiastic and supportive, and am happy to report that all our
partner universities in Japan now have or are building similar facilities.

In the course of our discussions with the leadership of these Chinese and Japanese institutions, we were
made keenly aware of the importance of attracting top tier students. The United States and Europe are the
preferred destinations for most Asian students going abroad. Obviously, it is not easy to work against this
trend. We concluded that only through concerted efforts between the universities and the private sector
could we hope to make a difference.

That conclusion sparked my decision to set up the Bai Xian Education Foundation and the Bai Xian Asia
Institute in Hong Kong to implement our “Asian Future Leaders” scholarship program. Together with our
anchor partners and several other important present and future participant universities, I am confident that
we will succeed in nurturing a minimum of 100 elite Asian youths every year. Better understanding and
solid friendship among these elite students will not only benefit this region, but also the rest of the world. In
time, many of our Bai Xian alumni will become leaders in different fields, Their common experiences will
be the solid foundation for improving relations.

This is just the beginning and the road ahead will not be without challenges. Nonetheless, we are
optimistic that with your guidance, participation and continual support, we will build bridges across cultures
and national boundaries. This will certainly contribute to the stability and prosperity in Asia and thus, the
world.

Thank you!

11
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Speech by Professor Woo Chia-Wei

President of Bai Xian Asia Institute

Colleagues and friends, Good afternoon!

It is a great pleasure to see so many important guests gathered here to help celebrate the
inauguration of the Bai Xian Education Foundation, and to show support for the launching of the Bai
Xian Asia Institute. It's an honor for me to say a few words about what we have in mind for the
Institute.

As we look at what is happening around the world today, it's hard not to show concern.
Globalization has brought us opportunities to improve our living conditions, but has also brought us
unprecedented risks and problems. It has created efficient tools for exchange and cooperation between
countries which were once far apart, but has also given rise to cultural, religious and institutional
conflicts and disputes. The reason behind all this has to do with the spectacular advances in science
and technology. With the lightest touch of a finger on the keyboard, information can be transmitted to
all corners of the world, and indeed to outer space. Unfortunately, what's transmitted goes far beyond
facts and knowledge to include groundless rumors and misinformation. Our cognitive capability has not
kept pace with scientific advances. We have not learned to differentiate truths from illusions; nor have
we learned to put powerful technological tools to better use.

How can we deal with such a situation?

We Asians did not invent the word “Asia”. I suppose when Europeans in ancient times looked
eastward, they saw an endless expanse of mountains, peaks, deserts and basins, making it impossible to
differentiate one nation from another. So they employed one word “Asia” to cover all. Putting history
. Middle Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia

and East Asia, all of which differ greatly in terms of ethnicity, culture, religion, and politics.

aside, in present times we see at least four different “Asias”

Academic speaking, an “Asia Institute” should stand high and look far at all of Asia. But, at this
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founding stage, we need to stand on solid ground and start small. In other words, we begin with East
Asia and focus on China, Japan and Korea, followed by Singapore and Vietnam-countries which more
or less share common roots in language and Confucianism. The Bai Xian Asia Institute would like
to provide university students from these countries the opportunity and means to gather together-
to learn, live, conduct research on relevant topics and enjoy healthy recreation as a group, and thus
to explore, discuss and appreciate one another’s thoughts reasoning and viewpoints through real-life
experience.

As Mr. Ronald Chao says, the only thing we can do is to plant seeds of goodwill among these
intelligent, capable and idealistic young elites, and to create an environment in which lasting friendship
can be developed and nurtured. As some of them become leaders in their own countries, they would
then be in a favorable position to help promote peaceful coexistence and friendly partnerships between
the nations and peoples of Asia.

We in the Bai Xian Asia Institute promise to work together to make contributions towards this
noble goal.

Thank you!
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