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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure for me to make a speech today in the memory of the late Mr. Hozumi
Goichi, the Founder or First Director General of ABK (Asian Students Cultural Association),
AOTS (Association for Overseas Technical Scholarship) and JTECS (Japan-Thailand Economic

Cooperation Society).

As you know well, Mr. Hozumi wholeheartedly cooperated in the establishment of Technology
Promotion Association (Thailand-Japan), or TPA, of which the objective is to be the centre for
promoting knowledge, disseminating and transmitting new technology from Japan to Thailand
for the growth and advancement of the Thai economy and industry.

It was officially established on the 24th of January 1973 with the strong intention, co-operation,
and sacrifice of the Japanese university graduates and those who were trained in Japan with
the ABK and AOTS. Mr. Sommai Huntrakul, the Finance Minister at that time, was the
president of the establishing committee, and the establishment succeeded with the support of
Mr. Hozumi Goichi, the former director general of JTECS.

The late Mr. Hozumi was born in Aichi Prefecture, Japan in 1902 and passed away in 1981
at the age of 79. In his childhood he was deeply affected by his mother who strictly taught
him not to discriminate against human being by social standing. After he graduated from
the junior high school he suffered seriously from religious suffering. After several years he
became spiritually awakened that all living things have common life and “life lives on life. We

all eat and are eaten” . Consequently he became a vegetarian.

After he graduated from the University of Tokyo in 1930, he did not get a job at all, but
became the leader of a dormitory named Shikenryo consisting of students, laborers and
farmers from Japan and Korea aiming at solving the social problems such as poverty,
discrimination, political conflicts etc. which Japan and Asian countries were facing at that time.
He was opposed to Tojo Government who intended to open war against USA because he was
sure it inevitably would lead to the invasion war to the Asian countries, and was imprisoned.
After World War II, the Shikenryo was renamed to the Shinseigakuryo which consisted of
only university students from Taiwan, Korea, Thailand, Ceylon, Bangladesh, Vietnam etc. as
well as Japan. In 1960 he founded Asia Bunka Kaikan (ABK) by collecting donations widely
from private sectors in Japan, where university students and technical trainees from Asian,
African, Latin American countries including Japan lived together in the atmosphere of a home

away from home.
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the Shinseigakuryo dormitory as
cleaning and cooking were made by
themselves was considered to have

followed that of the Zen temple.

Mr. Hozumi was once compared to

Ganjin, the founder of Toshodaiji
in Nara by the late Mr. Matsumoto
Shigeharu, the Founder of the International House of Japan. Ganjin, a Chinese priest who was
to found Toshodaiji Temple in Japan in his later years, was invited by Emperor Shomu to
teach the Chinese Buddhist precepts in Japan. He accepted this request, proving his dedication
in a journey that took twelve years, five unsuccessful attempts and the loss of his eyesight
before he finally crossed the ocean and arrived in Nara in 754. In Japan he had an ordination
platform constructed in front of the Hall of the Great Image of Buddha at Todaiji Temple
where he gave an ordination ceremony, which had long been awaited in Japan to many
Japanese priests and people of high standing as well as to the emperors at that time. Around
that time, Japan was gradually forming itself into a Buddhist country, and we can say that it
was the arrival of Ganjin that consequently completed this movement in Japanese history. His
achievements were so influential to Japanese Buddhist and cultural history that he is to this

day considered a figure of particularly distinguished services to Japan.

Mr. Hozumi, like Ganjin, disseminated his thought and ideal as shown below among the Asian.
African and Latin American people and Japanese as well beyond the borders:

(77 7700, 7 YT AV AOFERED, 7 I 7 ALKEIT BT 5 BAER O I 435 2
WLET, FRTOMATRTORKED AE L PEONEHIZ FRES 5 |

“Through the devoted and voluntary efforts of the young students from Asia, Africa, and
Latin America who, by living together for several years at the Asia Bunka Kaikan promoted
the inalienable dignity of the human individual, and the victory of this noble crusade became
the foundation for the understanding and respects of each nation and human race.” It is called
“Hozumi Spirit” to this day.

It may be said that thousands candles can be lit from a single candle, but the life of the candle

will not be shortened by being shared.
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In the campus of TNI (Thai-Nichi Institue of Technology) two bronze
statues were erected last summer honoring Mr. Sommai Huntrakul and Mr. Hozumi Goichi for
their contribution to TPA. On the both sides of the pedestal of statues the words of two great

pioneers are carved as follows:

2D 600 FFOMOKIHT, A4 I TE2HAANDRBFLORICARNALL LI LIFITE
AL TzOTREVHEBCET ~HARE YL ZIh2 S bARECKIFEE LTHIFES T
Lo

VAI—A -7 77— 198348 H

TPA O VIE. 74 LHADEVAMDESHD FIZKY Vo TWDE DT, BHORHEIZHIY |
FADOHN EERZOELTHEDONTIZE, AGddy.,. BREUFHLIDEELTL L),
B — 197341 A

During the past 600 years of exchange, I believe that the Japanese have had almost no
negative sentiment toward Thailand. I desire that Japan and Thailand continue this bilateral
partnership of assistance forever.

Mr.Sommai Hoontrakul August, 1983

With the foundation of TPA, a deep understanding between Thailand and Japan was formed.
Following the original agreements, the goals of Thai self-reliance, life, and development will
have been achieved.

Mr. Goichi Hozumi  January, 1973

Last but not least, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to ABK-AOTS Dosokai
Thailand, TPA, TNI and all the persons concerned who have united their efforts in holding
this meeting in the memory of the late Mr. Hozumi Goichi today.

Thank you.
December 12, 2013
Ogiso Yu

Director General

The Asian Students Cultural Association
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Yong Kian Teck(Frikd)

Yong Kok Lin(HE#)

Yoshida Hirokol & Hi#i 1)
Yoshida Naoko(# Fi 488 1)
Yoshihara Btsukol & K-> 1)
Yoshihara Hideol #% F 55 5)
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Yoshikawa Eiichi(if || %—)
Yoshiko Limviphuvadh

Young Seong Kook(F ) {1
Yuyama Kayol{ib (L)

B
Zhan Xin(F i)

Zhan Xin Wangl# §HE)

Lhang Hanglifii)

Zhang Jian Min(3AE)

Zhang Yong(#i5)

Zhou Xiangl /M5 Huang Yiti)

& anonvmous contributors (8% &S5 %)

Total amount of contributions(F {1 &8

. 58329125 [
Country/regions of origin of contributors(ZF
EOE-BRAR):
Bangladesh{ /A2 5F a), Brawil(TZ9M0),
Cambodia{ # 2 K 7). Canadalh F %),
Chinal®E). Germany(F 4. Hong KonglF
). Indial A 22 F ). Indonesial € 2 F 2L TP
lengl A 5 2 ). Japan{ B 2}, Koreal &) .
Luosl T & R ). Malaysisl T L — 7).
Myanmar{ S 427 —). Pakistan(s{F 2 820),
Perul A Jb—), Singapore( S HR— ). Sri
Lanka{A')5h), Taiwan(& &), Thailand(®
A1 US AT AUH). Vietnam(A b+ L)

The above total

number of 1,020

contributicns  have been  peceived  from
salumni, mdvocates and orgamizations from
24 countries nnd regions.(BLE ., 23 HE-Hk
DEZLE. REE. BROE®EEY, & 1,020 &

DIFHEONEEELE)
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