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Good afternoon, my name is Suchai
Pongpakpien, Secretary General of ABK
& AOTS Alumni Association (Thailand).
First of all, as a representative of the ABK
& AOTS Alumni Association (Thailand), I
would like to say “Congratulations” for the
foundation of the ABK COLLEGE and the
completion of the new building to the ABK
COLLEGE Japanese Language School.

Our Association is 47 years old in this
year since its establishment. It was very
long history on good relation with ABK.
In the occasion of the 44th anniversary
of our Association, we planned to hold
a event of “One Night at Asia Bunka
Kaikan” in Bangkok on Oct. 2011, getting
together to pay respect to Hozumi-sensei
and to do a fund raising for the new school
building of ABK Japanese Language
School. But as you know, we had a very
big flood in Thailand in 2011. So at first
we thought that it is very hard for us to
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achieve the target of the donation, but we
could finally hold the event at the end of
March of 2012 and had been done it very
successfully.

Additionally, our Association is only
one Association which still has the name

of ABK among the related organization
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in Thailand. Two years ago, we had Executive Committees and current

been faced a big issue which AOTS Executive Committees had concluded that

(The Association for Overseas Technical we will remain the name of “ABK” within
Scholarship) changed the name and the name of our organization to keep good
became HIDA (The Overseas Human relation and a historical memory as long
Resources and Industry Development as possible. We would like to keep our
Association). Therefore we discussed in good relation and long history forever.

the meeting many times whether or not we Lastly, I would like to say congratulations
will change the name of our organization and thank you for your warm welcome.

in the connection of it. Then our former Thank you very much.
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Message

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to thank you again for your support in the Sino-Japanese Youth Center ( “SJYC” or
“Center” ) Project. Throughout the meetings and discussions over these past two days, we have attained a
better understanding of the progress of our work, exchanged ideas and experience and shared respective
visions on improving Sino-Japanese relations, all of which further solidify the foundation of the project and
provide the means for long term sustainability of SJYCs.

While recent tensions in Sino-Japanese relations have hampered most bilateral economic, social and cultural
exchange efforts, through the privilege working with the various universities, I have genuinely felt your passion
in fostering social and cultural exchange among Chinese and Japanese youth As such, I am encouraged and
optimistic about the future development of Sino- Japanese relations.

2013 marks the 35th anniversary of the signing of the “Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Japan and
the People’ s Republic of China” . While visiting Japan, Chairman Deng Xiaoping stressed that “the future
generations of Chinese and Japanese should be friends forever and ever” . Emperor Hirohito also expressed,
“Our two countries entering into this treaty is a positive milestone towards long-term peace and friendship” .
It was clearly stated in the Treaty that China and Japan should develop economic and cultural ties, and
promote communication and exchange among their people. It is evident to us today, 35 years later, that the
development of such ties and exchanges is the most effective channel in improving relations between the two
countries, and this is precisely the objective towards which we are working today.

Although China and Japan are the two biggest economies in Asia, we cannot place our entire focus on Sino-
Japanese relations and ignore our other neighbours in a rapidly developing Asia. I believe most have paid close
attention to the recent Asia-Pacific Economic Co-operation ( “APEC” ) Summit held in Bali, Indonesia. Under
the current climate of arising Asia in the global geopolitical arena, not only must we continue our efforts in the
bolstering Sino-Japanese relations, but we should also make use of our established groundwork and broaden
our focus to cover Asia. As such, I have made a suggestion to rename the SJYC Project to the “Asian Youth
Center” ( “AYC” ) Project with the hope of providing a platform for students from different Asian countries to
build cross cultural interest and knowledge.

I would also like to use this opportunity to announce the establishment of the “Bai Xian Education Foundation”
( “Bai Xian” ) and the “Asian Future Leaders Scholarship Program” ( “AFLSP” ). Bai Xian is established to
support the promotion of the AFLSP, and is a natural extension of the philosophy and efforts behind AYC. With
the rapid growth and developments of Asian countries comes the need for visionary leaders in every aspect of
society. It is, therefore, my hope and belief that the AFLSP can provide a platform where a new generation may
be nurtured. Equipped with the solid foundation of a broader and deeper understanding of pan-Asian culture,
these young scholars, who may play important leadership roles in government and non-government circles in
the future, will be well-prepared to face the many challenges of globalization with their innovative and bold
thoughts and ideas.

Lat but not least, let me express my sincere gratitude to all the Universities and honored guests for their
continuous support for my vision in developing the next generation of Asian Leaders. I hope that our efforts
can succeed in nurturing prominent future Asian leaders, and contribute to the thriving regional growth,
development, friendship and mutual-understanding among the people of Asia.

Thank you!
October 15,2013

Ronald Chao Kee Young
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